
[image: image1.jpg]Of those from Hepple who served and survived, most is known about
the Beattie brothers, Adam and Charles.
Adam Beattie served both in the South
Staffordshire Regiment and the Royal
Fusiliers. He survived his time in France
unscathed and later said that the best job
there had been laying wire in no-man’s land!
He was selected to become a sniper and
had applied to join the Royal Flying Corps as
the war ended. The son of Andrew Beattie of
Hepple Whitefield, he later lived and worked
in at Hepple as a farmworker, mechanic and
garage owner where he and his wife raised
three daughters. Adam Beattie died in 1996,
just short of his 98th birthday.
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Charlie Beattie was a farm worker, at one
time in the employ of William Storey of Hillend,
Longwition. Bom a year before Adam, he
died at the age of 91. He had enlisted in
February 1917, joining the 7th Batalion,
Northumberland Fusiliers for training, before
going to France where on 7th June 1917 he
was severely wounded by shrapnel at
Messines. His progress through the Army
medical system took him rapidly to a Field
Ambulance, then in quick succession, o a
Casualty Clearing Station, a Field Hospital
and within two days to the 7th General
Hospital at St Omer where he underwent surgery, Finally, he spent the
months of August and September at No 1 Northem General Hospital,
Amstrong College, Newcastle upon Tyne. He was then transferred
to the Leinster Regiment in Ireland, where he served for a further 13
months and left the Amy with a disabilty pension and a shrapnel
‘wound which 'was in his arm for years then just popped out!






